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CI ry OF CilLGII.RY 

PARKS, HEClw.::ATIO:~~ND C8H8r2RIES D~PAlaH3NT 

ANNUAL HEPOH.r - 1962/63 

IUs HorsbLu t.he :iayor, 
He:~b8rs of Oi ty Council, 
& BO'Jrd of City 9<?Elmissioners. 

Dear :Hrs: 

Please find here reported the Parks, Recreation, Zoo and Ceme
taries operar.ions of the Cil:.y of Calgary, for the f:.eriod of January ~st, 
1962 to Dece:aoer 31st, 1963. 

We believe it Hill be found that. considerable progress was made 
durin~ this porio!l towards achieving the basie aims of Parks and Recrea
tion, \,)'hich are, "to be::mtify the environment in \,)'hich Calearians live', 
and to !Js:Jist in the provision of wholesome ~md com;tuctive outlets for 
their leisu~e hours". 

lilll~ci<] ~iol! Lor I :akin[: tills progres~) pos~1ible is' extended to 
the 11181111jcrs of City Council-lur'ing this period for their high sighted 
policies, und to the !3o'}rd of C1 ty Commissioners for their strong support. 
Hany indi virhwl ci tbens, citizens er yups, 'Jnd Communi ty Associations, 
have made their contribution. In particular, the President and Directors 
of the G3lg'3ry ,0oolocical Society, and the Chairman and Members of the 
Recre:}Lion Facility PlanningCol!llllittee. 'rwo cenerous donations from. the 
Woods Found<· tion lIinde possible the development of the large Aviary Con
servatory on St. Gaorge IS Ishnd, and the begiming of an Historical 
Park at Glenmora. In edditi,n, I wish to express appreciation to the 
pe·rsonnel of this depar'trnent for their energetic approach to their various 
tasks, and tl:~eir a tti tude of sincere public service. 

l&.lliL.l\csm.iJ3i t.iol! was one of the hi ghligh los of the progress made, 
for approximately 276 acres were aclded tb the Park System. 'fhe most 
notable acquisition being the 191 acres involved in the Shaganappi Ranch 
purchase, for the development of Edworthy Park along the south bank of 
the Bow River, \-Tafot of the City. This brings the total acreage set 
aside for Park purposes to 3748.97 acres. 

Park .Developtnerr~ and improvement has also been progressing dur.,. 
ing this period with approximately $477,686. being expended,. This work 
included roads, irrigation systems, fencing, the planting of trees and 
shrubs, and the grassing down of approximately 185.90 acres of additional 
park land. 

, Recreation Facilities constructed included such projects as:-
the development of the Glonmore Athletic and Recreational Centre, with· 
its' running track, football field, auxiliary field, bleachers for 2,000 
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spect.ators, field hmse, an" an ice arena. li'our outdoor 'S\vi!!"!lin~ pools Here 
also developed during tid S pdriod of t.i!::e, three of theI;] be i ng of the large 
neparate diving, nwi/{:l'ling and pby pool type of construction. Capital costs 
oC Recre:Jtion faciliticn, total some $1,343,015. Planning and initial con
struction 31so began in 1963 of an indoor pool valued at ~357,473. and a 
second arena valued at ';;;411.695. The3e· two projects are 196/. ite::]:.> being con,;;. 
structed under the ~'Jinter Works Program. 

'rhe Calr;ary Zoolodcal Socie tys I capital construction program has 
also made major strides during the period of this report, notably the con
struction of a largeipe House, and the ne1,., Aviary Conservatory. 'rhe latter 
hns proved to be the most successful and well patroni6ed addition to Calgarysl 
Park attractions. 

rhe Heri tege Park Society was (,Iso estl.'.blished in 1963 and this body 
is "/ell on its way in the planning of an authentic hintorical p~:rk, to repre
sent the activities of Western Canada in the period prior to 1914. rfhis 
Hist.orical Park is to be situated on a 60 acre parcel over":looking Glenmore 
Reservoir, and \-rest towar(L~ the Sarcee Indbn Reserve and the Rocky Hountains. 
The sum of ;~290,OOO. h~s been provided for the first ph.<lse of this project, 
wi th more than 5J,b of this amount being a generous .gi,ft from the Woods Founda
tion. 

Other L~ndscaping Projects for the various City Department have been 
steadily increasing wi ththe development of the majorro':ld sy~:tem throughout 
the City. The c'.:pital costs of these developments total $147,558,. 

The Capital Appropriations during the period of this report are as 
follows:-

Parks and Cemeteries projects 
Recreation projects 
Other City projects 
Heri tage Park 

Total. Capi tal 1~!62-1963 ~2,17S,,4$8.30. 

~ 
$273,586.00 

551,326.00 
73,767.43 

$898,679.43 

122..2 
$204,100.00 

791,718.030 
73,790.57 

210,000.00 
$1,279,608.87 

Haintenance Operations. Although the capital works programme has 
been most significant it should be emphasizErlthat the Department has concen
trated its major effort in ensuring that these facilities are efficiently 
organized, maintained, and programrfled. The highest consirlera-tion and priori
ties are given to the maintenance phases of the Calgary Parks Department 
operation. It is significant to note that maintenance costs per acre of deve
loped land have been steadily reduced from $6'~0.00 per acre in 1958, to 
$460.00 per developed acre in 1963. Another area of reduced operating costs 
will be found in cO,1nection with swimming pools. In 1963 operating costs for 
outdoor pools was reduced by approximately $2,700.00 per unit. The establish
ing of detail controls for the Departments I Labour Force is a main factor 
contributing to these economics. In 1963 permanent staff number 131 with the 
maximum temporary employees total being 614. 
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Parks· 
Recreati0n 
Cemeteries 

Total 

--

The Pl2era tins Budget during the period of thisl'eport is as follows :r_ 

1962 

~9n,.209.00 
449,4FO.00 
169,759.00 

01,591,448 .00 

1963 

~l, 11 C), 113 .00 
56it , 796.00 
185,93it .00 

~~l, 868,934.00 

Total Operating Appropriations 196:2-lS'63 ,;;3,460,382.00. 

A..I:!~~~~ Plan for Parks awl n~~~tiQU in the City of Calgary., 1's 
possibly one of the most important projects cOI~lpleted during the period of this 
report. Details of this are appended at the end of this report; however, the 
establishing of a policy categorizing the existing city parks and establishing 
the function that these various areas of hnrl are to perforHl in the Parks 
System, will be a most· valuable guiJe to Parks Development in the years tb come. 

Details of the various DivisioMl activities together with statements 
of expenditures dnd revcmuos are respectfully submitted in the following pages. 

Yours respectfully, 

H. Boothman, Su.perintendent 

-3-

The City of Calgary, Corporate Records, Archives  
Parks and Recreation Department fonds 



ORGAN/ZA T/ON CHART 

PARKS RECREATION g CEMETERIES DEPT. 

SUP£RINTENDENT 

I I l 
ADMINISTRATION DIVISION CONSTRUCTION g PARKS IZOO DIVI J PARKS MTCEgCEMETERIES DIV RECREATION DIV 

ADM. SUP'R ADMASST. SERVICES DIVISION .CURATOR J I ASSIStANT PARKS SUPERINTENDEtvT DIRECTOR 
OFFICE SUfYR ~J7NG SUPERIdSOR 

VP£RV/SOR 

I...-- ~ I 
IPARK MTC£. r n NURSERY J I PROGRAMS I r CEM£TERY ~ H WORK ORDER 

STORES &)1 kNEW CONST. IHERITAGE PA~ ISUPERVISOR J RECORDS CONTROL 
REPAIR SHOP !o4R,I(S& FACILITIE. I CURATOR J 

I FACIL/ TIES I 
iGRtrNHOUSt:S I PERSONNEL;.~ H BUDGET PREP. i I I CEM£TERY ~. ~ ISUPERV£SO~ 

PUB. RUNS. MTC£.&OPTN. & CONTROL I PLUMBING & I WEED I 
WATER SERVICES CONTROL 

IATHLETICS I 
SAFETY Y REVENUE 

ISUPERVlSORr 
I-

-OROINATO!. CONTROL 

I PROPERTY H GOLF 
I-

INVENTORY COURSE 

I CAMP I 
CROUND 
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Provi sL) 'l 0[' onl~lr' :,~,l ofC ice :lCCO;iliiOd·jl:. i on ') n t1H~ foul';~lj fluor of the 
l ove ly nOli ," (b i.ni::;tr,~\l:.i on buil 'U n ' ~)rlj ;c,') nt to Uw City I1nl., IJIS 'I di st inct 
l'lrl,lmarlc durin:: :,11(3 lr1 ttcr ;i'lrt of 1962. 

These Gl'eCl tly il:lproV'ed Gurroundings it is felt have r (~ slllted in a 
I:n.wh , lflo·ce VL ljo rous anl l e fficient 'l

i
l' lr{l'!ch :.0 :; Ihinisl:.e 'ltivo i.InU,cr~J . The 

cxprm'led ::!IICO , rC~Gnlti niS in 'jrbl,nistrlJ tivG ,~lI1rl sllp ,-~ rvi::lOr:,' pe r~on nel of tho 
Ikln rt1:}<:mt br;i. n[: :il, l,,;;t~ ull'j.-;r (mo roor i~,; {) VCL'.'l rl l)li I1i.te i: dpro vo,;lont. 

One o r Lhe ::IO:: t ntl~. L C t) :l~)lo L ,11WOVd: i' t"; ,l tn II'l ;:> t.he 1'1'" vi s 1.on of a c ontral 
oll'i.c ') 1,(;lC :Jllnne r';e(~ptio ; Li.;,t, Hhi ,~:ll II ,:; l' ! ul ' ed in Lhl~ .1. '.11';:;8 rlll l ilbo r 0 1.' t c le
p'l l" ne oi1':l lir:L o~; rt~ Ct:; i v ,J, 1 ,1:11.1" ho in;~ "It',l"; on:: il',' L,,:'lcU c;cl aorl r1 ,i stl'ibul:.u,l . 

fly a cl~lnl COll I 1 !~ , t,l\C ,') vo1' " e nU ll b (;r of chLl:,r toloj1holV.:J CJ11Js into UIO 

O['['iC i) 'hrin :~: th o po rio·l OL JW1 9 : ~I) Lo J el ly 2() , .lS(») In :.' ·!57. Llll ,) (bi\y uv(~r-
{1 ~~C; fCl;' Lh.) ; 1') , Ii, 1t a i' :Jol/,):lbo1' Wj ~i J{)/~ . i3 y f :Jr :.Iw p;r.:;lto:Jt :H'O tho 1111 111;)Or of 
c ,-:I .l1,; 1'01'; ti.n ~; Lo Uw v :)[ ·i.I)U ~i 1' ,.10'"0 Itiona l !.lCI;iviti u~: , H i. tit Uw daily (lv -J rll~e 

"or Ll:c; ['jest; , e1'io,l '.O 'lLinn':Hl l> t) il\.~: l/f :'~ ' rlrll l for U10 ~Jovo"liJor period el, . 

RECEPTIONIST AND RECIEATION .ElSONNEL SECTION , 

ADUNISTKATIVE, TECHNICAL AND SECRETARIAL HeTION, 
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The scope of the land maintenance program r equired to oare for the 
developed areas wi thin the'parks system is constantly expanding. Each year 

. . more and more areas are developed requiring the use of increased numbers ot 
men and equipment to maintain them according to parks standards. 

.§..taff 'fota.ls for 1963 

Aliministration 
,Golf Course & Zoo 
Pa'rks&Cemetel'ies Htce. (Ince Greenhouse and 

Nur:3ery 
Uocre r-ltion Division (Inc. Swim Pools & ;)Llldia) 

. Construction Division (Inc. Repair Shops and 
Plulllbind 

Permanent 

7 
19 

50 
19 

J6 
131 

Temporatt 

1 
19 

275 
185 

134 
614 

. ' To ilJuf;Jtratewll'l t is involved in c',lring fo.r the park and oeille~ery . 
land areas alone, there are in use for instance, 63 power mowers of diff~rerlt' .... 
sizes, ovor150 hand-type mowers, and more than l)OOluwn sprinklersotvar- . 

·· io.ust~s.'l)ro.aet;sof traotor drawn gang mowers are used, . !-is well as three 
·.self.pr<>pelled 50" rotary mowers. ' , " "' , 

Then of co.urse are tho soores of hand tools rerlulred e'or o~itiva- ' 
ting, raking, digging, pruning, and doing tJle many joo~ connected with. gar
deming work, not forgetting the many thousands of feot of garden hose re';' 
quired.· . 

At the Cemeteries are two grave digging machines complete with 0.0111-

, '.' pressors for Qperatlpg jack-hammers-and tampers. Mu-:lh intensive care ,is de
' _nded here,. and the result we trust is a comfort to those who visit the 

,. burial plac~ of tho,se. ;whohave gone. 

. . . EXpanded facilities- at tbegreenh9;uses has assisted in providing 
.· ioequi~ed . plant material at the new zoo. oon~ervF.l tory, and further expansion is 
. planned for the new year. 

Continued planting and oultivating of shrub and tree specimens at . 
the Glenmore nursery continues, and will provide much needed stook for plant
ing in the many newly oevelopeo areas. 

Because of the heavy demand for trees and shrubs required for the. 
beautifioation of boulevards and parks in newly developed sub-divisions, the 
quani tH.y of usable specimens available from the Glen! lore nursery is insuf
ficient at the present time. . Consequently, most of IJhe material for boule-

. vard tree planting is obtained by tender from various othe.r privatenurserl 
sources. 
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FIVE SEPARATE CEMETERIES COVERING OVER 235 ACRES ARE CAREFULLY MAINTAINED FROM DAY TO DAY. 

CROSS OF SACRIFICE IN FIELD OF HONOUR. THE VAULT IN UNION CUETERY • 

. IQTAL INT~ENTS 

1162 1163 

QUEEN'S PARK 787 851 

UNION 172 120 

BURNSLAND 329 316 

ST, MARY'S 277 283 

CHINESE 22 31 
1,587 1-;-601 

QUEEN'S PARK CHAPEL 

THE WIDE EXPANSE OF QUEEN'S PARK. ENTRANCE' AT QUEEN'S PARK. 
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PRODUC!IQli AT ~~~NHOUSES 

. Double Hisc • 
..Qistt.ibutio"Q 1\.nnu'll~ Geraniums Petuni'l2 .~12~~t)!1Qns 

Park Districts (1962 130, 3L~7 2,917 1,365 It,L~98 
1963 171,675 2,205 1,7]:2 5,451 

Cemeteries (1962 13,104 3LI.8 175 
1963 ;~2,()80 511 Lt ;25 

Other Depts. ( 1962 10,584 267 170 '612 
1963 21,294 511 108 254 

Conservatory 1963 3,235 

Total 1962 154,035 3,532 1,535 5,235 

1963 215,649 3,227 1,840 9,365 

GREENHOUSES COVERING AN AREA OF 10,851 SQ . FT . PROVIDE THOUSANDS OF PLANTS TO BRING BEAUTY AND COLOR IN CITY PARK~ . 

THE SKILFULL RAISING OF BEAUTIFUL PLANTS FOR DI SPLAY AT 

THE AVIARY · CONSERVA,TORY CONTINUES REC,AROLESS OF ~EASON, 

r' 
- ( )-
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NURSERY STOCK PLANTED IN PARKS !@ BOULEVARDS ~ . 

Trees ~ 1~ Shrubs 1962 .12§J 

Ash 365 2,206 Cotoneaster . 1 ;738 1,534 
Birch 3,561 . 3,075 Nanking cherry 332 607 
Elm 2,099 2,520 Lilac 1,153 1,006 
Poplar 1,651 1,572 Dogwood 719 288 
Spruce 753 743 Honeysuckle 1,642 622 
Misc. 686 1,129 Spiraea 426 589 

Willow 765 418 
9,115 11,245 Nisc. 1,578 1,528 

8,353 6,592 

Perennials 5,400 4,687 

HLECTEO NURSERY ~PECUENS GO INTO PLANTERS AT C ITY HALL. 

SCORES OF ROWS OF YOUNG TREES & SHRUBS 

GROW TO PLANTING SIZE IN THE NURSERY . 

-7- ATTRACT IVE NEW LAWNS AND GREENERY AT 

THE ENTRANCE TO GLEN.ORE NUR SERY. 
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FROM APRIL TO NOVEMBER ALMOST 100,000 GAWES WERE PLAYED AT SH AGANAPPI. 

HOUSE TRAILER SERVED AS TEMPORARY OFFICE FOR STARTER AT I.AKEVIEW. BETWEEN JUNE 12 & SEPTEMBER 30. THE I.AKF.VTF:W PTTrR ANn PI1T WAS PI.AYED BY I L 170 GOl.FERS. Th
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0~ -YE ALMOST 2,000 ACHES OF NATURALISTIC PARK LA ND WTTH I r 

JOUNDARIES, 'IlORE EACH YEAR IS BEING IMPROV ED AND SEH\ 

CITY 

NUMERGU, BARBECUE SPOTS FOR PICNICS ARE PROV I DE D. 

PARKI NG , PACE FOR 5AII.I'G FOL K. rOOL RETREAT~ BENEA TH THE TREES . 

WELCOME TO TilE CA MP GROUN D. A PAT II TII ROU GII FAL LING AUTUMN LEAVES . 
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PL ACID LAGOONS TO SIT BESIDE WITH BOATI NG IF DESIR ED . 

'.:- ~ 
'1:.(>. 

POPULAR WADING POOl. AT RIl.EY . 

I 

SAILI NG AT GLEN~ORE. ATTR ACTI VE RE~TROOM~ ARE THE RULE . 
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50ME or THE MORE THAN 261 ACRES or ORNAMENTAL BEAUTY . 

P. BURNS UMORIAL GARDENS _ITH STOCK BRAND IN rOREGROUNU . RILEY PARK AT TENTH ~TREET. 

BACkGROUND BEAUTY FOR rHE CENOTAPH . FORMAL PERFECTION IN U~ORIAL PARk. 
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'1-
The Calgary Zoo, whicl.! is undoubtedly t.he GreClcest sin~leattraQ-

tion \.,ri thin the Departmnt, . thanks to the vigorous inf.'luoncoof the ~ool()gi .. 
c·'11 Society ant1 the Curator, now bO'3st a rnarvalous !\.viilry-Conservatory, 
hO'18in8 SO;ilG 250 birds of over 100 species. In this 100 spe(~ios are 15var .. 
ietLe:~ of Hnrmiling Birds. Throui:~hout the Conservatory are year-rounddls ... 
pl:1:;'s.ot' clleti, orc"icL::, and great w1riBties of tropical p11ln i,s. In acl(Ution', 
th.:: IKl.in section of the builrlir'3 is kG~lt constantlj" attFactive with seasonal 
(lL~.iJl·',Yfl of rlo',mring plants D.~vl slJrubs of r-lo:wns of variet.ies expressly 
raif;cd at. our gre.:;nhr)'lSeS for this purpose. 

The wide variet.y of exhibits of mammals, birds, reptiles and fish, 
now in excess of 500 species, is probably the fifth largest display in the 
\.,restern hemisphere. 

Also a source of' cons~nt at-traction are the fifty life size models 
of prehistoric anlma1s of forty-seven different species, displayed within the 
park. 

The Ch:ildren's Zoo section, where barnyard t.ype anh:al,.s wander free
ly, cou'1ted.its millionth visitor sin:e 1957 riurin~ 1962, with thel;lumber-of 
visitol'5 for Lhe year being 265,150, making a total count.ed attendance since 
1957 of 1,253, 59;~. Visitors during 1963 ·tota1led 2).6,574. 

Breakdown of exhibits for 1962 anti 1963 

1.96~ l~J 1%2 ~ 

396 396 Hamma1s 155 164 Species 

610 e02 Birds 233 325 II 

25 47 :leptiles '7 21 II 
I 

30 30 i!'ishtlS 1 1 II 

Acco:'lH1odaUons for live exhibi ts are as follO\.,rs:-

Total area of buildin s 48,118 se:. ft. 

'fotal area of enclosed pens and caJes ,31,530 S':i. ft. 

Total aroa of .enclosures for hoofed 81irnals 54 acres. 
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THE HOME OF 50 LIFE-SIZE PREHISTORIC CREATURE,S . NEW AVIARY-CONSERVATORY - FLOOR AREA 9.614 SQ. FT. 

STRANGERS IN A MODERN WORLD. 

END BAYS ADD TO STRUCTURE, 

OUT OF THE PAST LOOMS A HUGE STRANGE MONSTER. ABUNDANT FLORA AND ATTRACTIVE !;TQNEWORK GBAC£ THE ENTRANCE. 

The City of Calgary, Corporate Records, Archives  
Parks and Recreation Department fonds 



The City of Calgary, Corporate Records, Archives  
Parks and Recreation Department fonds 



Th
e 

C
ity

 o
f C

al
ga

ry
, C

or
po

ra
te

 R
ec

or
ds

, A
rc

hi
ve

s 
 

P
ar

ks
 a

nd
 R

ec
re

at
io

n 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t f
on

ds
 



..J 
..J 

'" o 

The City of Calgary, Corporate Records, Archives  
Parks and Recreation Department fonds 



A wide variety of activities and facilities are arranged and made 
available by the Recreation Division of tilis Department. The following brief 
su~ry of various highlights of the program will illustrate this point. 

Facilities 

Swimming Pools (outdoor) 

Stadia & Ballparks 

Community parks with baseball backstops 

Community hockey rinks 

Hockey rinks - city operated 

Artificl~l Ice Rinks - uncovored, city operated 

Art,ificia1 Ice Arena - city operated 

Communltypleasure skAting rinks 

Playground with tot-lot equipment 

Playgrounds - supervised 

Wading Pools 

Winter Uecreation Centres, operated 

Summer Day Camp for cll ildren 

~ 

8 

4 

120 

91 

4 

1 

119 

120 

20 

10 

24 

1 

l2QJ 

10 

5 

123 

98 

4· 

1 

1 

126 

124 

24 

10 

27 

"1 

Organized activities associated with the various facilities are as 
fol1ows:-

Swimming instruction at all pools (J times a week for 1 month-various age 
groups) 

Five competitive swim-meets were held. . 
Winter recreation programs for Adults llnd chilrlren (2 sessions of 10 weeks ea.) 
Summer playground program (8 weeks during July & Aue. 9 to 5 weekdays) 

(Special events each Wednesday evening) 
Summer Day Camp (J CB!IIPS of 2 weeks each on weekdays - a 3leep-out & parents 

nigh tat end of each (}f;lJllp.) 
Band Conerts at Bowness & St. George's Island Parks (8 in 1962 and 13 in 1963) 
'riny-Hi te & Pee-\-Iee Hockey Leagues (r .H. -! 50 teams, P.W. - 21 teams) 
Playground Leader Courses, corlchinG & referee clinics. 
Speoial Events - BOWlleos regatta <(ll Indian Day at St9.l!lpede. 
Traok & Field Meets. 
C raft Shows. 
Oheerleading, Volleyball, Softball, Badminton competitions. 

-9-
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Popular r8cr;-"8t ion prograrnmes offer '1 \·,ririe va ri.e'*r~df interest for 
both adults r-md ch i. ldren. 

Adult Activities 

Oil Painting 
Leathercrafts 
Flo\-lercra f Ls 
Cop,lercra ft 
Jew ?llery l1aking 
Ceramics 
B<)sketry 
Sewing & Dressmaking 
Hillinery 
I nt. Decorating 
English S locking 
Social D'mcLng 
Bri~ge Instruction 
Golf Instruction 
Ladi es Keep rrim 
I/[en's Gondi tioning 
Table Tennis 
Badminton 
Volleyb311 
Basketball 
Bowling 
Judo 

Adul t Pllrticipation 

1962 - 18,722 

1963 - 2L~,494 

-10-

,}uI11"o1' Pertic:i.:.ll:'ttion 

Junior Activities 

Group Games 
Tumbling 
Wre :Jtling 
Dancing 
BaLon Twirling 
Basketball 
'rable Tennis 
Volleyball 
Golf Instruction 
Coppercra.ft . 
Flowercrafts 
Shellcrafts 
Painting 
Hodel Building 
Stamp Collecting 
Basketry 
,Jewing 
Drama 
Good Grooming 

Su~_Activtties 

Softball 
Fas tball 
Paddle Tennis 
Tetherball 
Soccer 
Swimming 
Nature Crafts 
Small Crafts 
C9.mp Crafts 

Winter Summer 
1962 L~2, 181 139, /~24 

196.3 32,758 156,732 
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•• OADVIEW PARK - THE HOU ' OF SOCCER. THE NEW GLEN.OIE IC! ARENA. WITH PL ArJNG ."tt.LU ANU TKAt K UNOI:.HWA Y. 

TINY-MITE AND PEE WEE HOCKEY TEAMS CO.PETE 

ALL OVER TOWN. 

POIH AND ENJOYMENT Gr 

WITH THE BATON., 

UWATA STADI UM WHEHE THAC K UET~ AND FOOTBALL 

BRING THE CROWOS_ 

Illii=;~1 
FIGURE HAT I NG IS POPUL ARIAT THE NEW ARENA. 
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SEPARATE WADING POOL AT I TANLEY PARK. 

CHILDREN UNDER 12 ATTEND IN TilE GREATE;T NU~BER~, 

NEW SWIUING POOL COMPLEX IN STANLEY PARK, 

WITH 5WIM 'UNG. DIVrNG & WADING POOL~ SE PARAn;O. 

BETWEEN VICTORIA DAY & LABOR DAY 

THE ATTkACTIVE OUTDOOR SWIMMING 

POOLS ARE ALWAYS BUSY, DURING 

THIS PERIOD IN 1963, THERE WERE 

304.907 SWIMMERS ADMITTED AT 

THE POOLS, 

ATTRACTIVE LIfEQ UAR DS MAINTAIN A CONTINUOUS LOOkOUT. 

BR1DGELANll POOL, POi>IJLAM WITH YOU~G AVULT> 
HAS THE GENERAL HOSPITAL AS A BA CkD ROP. 

OUT [, DOW N 'NEATH THE WIDE, SUNNY SKY. Th
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Construction or ne.\" park areas, erectinG fences, boulev:1rd tree 
plant.ing, boulevard seeding in ne\J sub-divisions, installin~ new water lines, 
and the weed control program kept the ConstrucUon Division busily eng9.ged at 
.all times. 

~~lQ2W..!lt S1!atisi!j&~ 

Commulli ty P:1rk Are13s· 

Decorative Parks 

Playgrounds 

Road Separations 

. 'rOTAL 

Boulevard seeding 

Boulevard trees/shrubs 

Weed Notices Issued 

Private properties treated for weed control 

1.2C~~ 

37.37 

23.28 

1.15 

6.11 

67.91 

4.1 

5689 

670 

66 

~ 

39.51 nCNS 

()2.61 " 
7.97 .11 

7.90 " 

117.99 " 
4.4 miles 

3988 speeimens 

533 

84 

Haterials used throughout the parks system both for the development 
and ext.ension of neu park areas, as well as maintaining and renewing existing 
facili ties were as follO\.fS:-

Loam. 
Grass Seed 
Trees/shrubs, blvds. exclw'led 
Galvanized \"ater pipe ill to /~" 
PIBstic pipe 1" to 4" 

12.62 
55,352 
55,975 
11,779 
35,858 
5,051 

1222 
59,800 
65,811 
13,849 
56,223 
1+)585 

cu yds. 
Ibs. 
specimens 
lin. feet 

" " 

It will be seen froifl the foreG)ing t,l1n t. the plumbline section of 
this Division were re:3ponsiblc for a recor,'l 'Hrlount of new water line install
ations, and old line repl:,cemont \.Jorlc. 

The P19.int.enance and repair of the1many machines and items of equip
ment used throughout ~,he enUre Depart.P.1ent is a never ending task for the 
repair crew at the Hanchester repair shop, Hany scores of necessary signs 
are skilfully designed and produced in th,"3 paint shop section of t.he repair 
depot each year for use in winy l')cations t.hroughout. the parks system. 

-11-
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1. MEN AND EQUIPMENT SHAPE ANOTHER PARK . 

2 . FENCING OF MANY AREA S PROGRESSE S . 

3. THE AtHLETIC FIELD AT GLENMOREI DEVELOP S. 

4. EQUIPIENT IS FUELLED AS WORK GOES ON . 

5 . A ROUGH UNTIDY' SLOP~ WI LL BE TRANSFOUED. 

6. PLANTING TIlE FOR TREES . 

The City of Calgary, Corporate Records, Archives  
Parks and Recreation Department fonds 



OVER 370 WATER SY~TEMS KEEP PARKLANDS GREEN. 

SIGNS, AND A FIGURE FOR THE CHRISTMAS SCENE ARE CREATED. 

"' 

A HEAVY SNOW IS SOON RE~OVEO. 

EVUIPMENT IS STORED FOR THE WINTER. 

MACHINE~ ARE KEPT IN WORKING TRIM. SPARE PARTS FOR MACHI NES ENSURE QUIC K REPAIRS, The City of Calgary, Corporate Records, Archives  
Parks and Recreation Department fonds 
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STATEMENTS FOR ~ EXPENDITURBS.&ill H.BVENU~S 

~ Mm CEI.f!£TERIlS DIVISION 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

Appropriation: 
Expendi tures: 

Salaries 

$31,529.00 
$31,132.96 

Travelling Expense 
Private Car· Allowance 
Telephones, Telegrams 
Subscriptions and Association Dues 
Printing, Stationery and Orrice 

Supplies . 

$28,124.33 
195.00 
600.00 
275.25 
119.0c) 

1,747.02 
32.86 Cr. Furniture and Furnishings 

starr Development and Training 105.22 $31,132.96 

ST. GEORGE'S ISLAND ~ 

Appropriation: 
Expendi tures: 

Salaries 
. Wages 

:~11),699.00 
$117,359.34 

Private Car Allo\olance 
Rental - Equipment and 3ervices 

. Rental - City Owned Vehicles 
f.faintenance and Repair - 3uildings 

and Property 
Maintenance and Repair - Facilities 
Utilities 
Telephones 
Feed Supplies 
Sundry i.faterials 

-12-

$11,671.99 
61,528.55 

.360.00 
648.42 
560.39 

3,265.57 
4,032.30 

18,502.60 
118.15 

15,434.75 
_!l~~!.~ $117,359.34 
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~ DISTRICT MAINT~NANCE 

Appropriation: 
Expenditures: 

$526,326.00 
547,106.99 (Revenue - Bowness Park $14,013.72) 

Salaries 
Wages 
Rental - Equipment and Services 
Rental - City Owned Vehicles 
Mtce. and RepaiT - Buildings and 

Property 
Mtce. and Repair - .Facilities 
Utilities· . 
Telephones . 
Commissionaires and Policing 
Hydrant Water 
Agricul tura! and Hortioul tura! 

Me. terials . 
Sundr.y Ma. terials : 
New Equipment 

. ~ PLANTING .Q!! BOUI£VA~ 

Appropriation: 
Expendi tures: 

Wages 

$ 31,800.00 
32,042.12 

Rental - Equipment and Services 
Rental - City Owned Vehicles 
Rental - Vehicles Not City Owned 
Agricultural and Horticultural 

Materials 

~ CON'faOL 

Appropriation: 
Expendi tures: 

Salaries 
Wages 

$ 48,529.00 
48,431.72 

Rental - Equipment and Services 
Rental - City Owned Vehicles 
Weed Spraying 
Sundry Materials 
New Equipment 

-13-

$ 33,247.12 
326,538.17 
33,768.52 
25,586.29 

15,385.81 
27,064.00 
3,716.57 

424.85 
5,401.49 

13,500.oq 

47,859.89 
3,810.84 

1Q·803.44 

9,460.52 
390.42 

1,872.68 
1,792.00 

18.526.50 

3,273.66 
26,534.92 
4,847.07 
4,441.67 
6,764.00 
1,848.24 

222.16 

'547,106.99 

$ 32,042.12 

$ 48,431.72 
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GOLF COURSE 

Appropriations: 
Expendi tures: 
Revenues: 

$55,000.00 
51,322.85 
58,105.30 

Salaries (Steward) 
Wages 
Rental - Equipment and Services 
Rental - City'Owed Vehicles 
Maintenance and Repair - Buildings 

and Property 
Maintenance and Repair - Facilities 
Utilities 
Telephone . 
Agricultural and Horticultural 
Materials 
Sundry Materials 
New Equipment 

Contribution to Reserve tor improvements 

GOLF COURSE REVENUE 

GRE~~ 

1,100 Junior @ •• 75 
, 170 Junior @ 1.00 
8,396 Senior @ 1.00 
9,451 Senior @ 1.50 

)6,043 9 Holes @ .60 

SEASON TICKETS 

Gants 
Ladies 
Junior 
Man and Wite 

LOOKER RliiNTS 

, .825.00 
170.00 

8,396.00 
. 14,176.50 
21.625.80 

6,300.00 
1,733.00 
3,360,00 
1.37~hOQ 

144.00 

-14-

, 3,000.00 
27,145.43 
5,676.66 
1,550.40 

917.33 
2,851.00 

.2,526.76 
92.55 

4,004.84 
1,212.29 
5.345.59 

• 45,193.30 

12,768.00 

144.00 

-

$ 51,322.85· 

6.782.45 

$ 58,105.30 

• 58,105.30 

'. 
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ST. PATRICK'S ISLAND ~ GROUND 

Appropriation: 
EXpenditures: 
Revenues: 

Salaries 
Wages 

$ 9,076.00 
9,686.16 

14,577.80 

Rental - Equipment and Services 
Rental - City Owned Vehicles 
Maintenance and Repair - Buildings 

and Property 
Maintenance and Repair - Facilities 
Utilities 
Sundry Materials 

~ GROUND REVENUE 

Registrations 
Trailer plug-ins 
Coin meters - hot plates 

-.L5-

$ 4,560.00 
88.62 
68.50 
15.03 

332.56 
616.03 

3,138.25 
867.17. 

$14,047.30 
252.95 
277.55 

$ 9,686.16 

$ 14,577.80 
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CEMETERIES 

Appropriation: 
Expendi ture s: 

Salaries 
Wages . 

$169,759.00 
169,207.55 

Pr.ivate Car Allowances 
Transit Tickets 
Rental - Equipment and Services 
Rental - Vehicles City Owned 
~ftce. and Repair - Bldgs. and Property 
Mtce. and Repair - Facilities 
Utilities 
Telephones 
Hydrant Water 
Agricultural (} Horticultural ':aterials 
Sundry ;"iaterials 
·Int. from Perp. ~are Fund 

Cemetery Revenues: $64,584.00 

Perpetual Care Receipts. 67,380.00 

Union 

6,902.07 
32,475.88 

360.00 

3,967.05 
655.94 
146.12 
902.57 
332.95 
89.40 

1,500.00 
593.02 
193.72 

4,320.00 Cr. 

~~3,798.72 

Burnsland 

33,615.19 

4,702.26 
873.41 

176.75 

750.00 
1,473.94 

.2!. 800.00 Cr. 

$33,791.55 

-16- < 

,gueenls 

6,823.99 
54,588.86 

40.00 
10,588.38 
2,211.38 

894.36 
1,292.a 

405.06 
99.55 

1,500.00 
3,589.38 
1,146.94 

12,960.00 Cr. 

$70,220.32 

St. Maryls 

17,087.03 

2,998.14 
. 605.24 

67.88 
87.42 

550.00 
317.89 

3,420.00 Cr. 

$18,293.60 

Chinese Totals 

13,726.06 
2,414.64 140,181.60 

360.00 
40.00 

624.74 22,880.57 
1+7 .O/~ 4,393.01 

1 ;108.36 
2,459.16 

738.01 
188.95 

200.00 4,500.00 
116.94 6,091.17 

1,340.66 
. 300.00 Cr. 28,800.00 Cr. 

$3,103.36 $169,207.55 

) 
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RECRSATION DIVISION 

ADI.fl:NISTRATION 

Appropriations: ' 
Expendi tures: 

Salaries 
Wages 

$17,060.00 
15,964./P 

Private Car Allowanoes 
Utilities 
Telephones 
Printing, Stationery and Ottioe 

Supplies 
Sundry Materials 
Ottioe Maohines 
Furni ture and Furnishings 
Statt Development and Training 

-17-

$ 11,228.48 
120.00 
720.00 
63.03 

431.00 

7~./P 
15.97 

269.,84 
1,975.94 

403·74 

-

$ 15,964./P 
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RECRE,\TION FACILITBS 

Appropriation: ~72,450.00 
Expendi. tures: 63,701.60 

Salaries 
1,.lages 
Private Car Allo\!ances 
Rental - Equipment & Services 
Rental - City (Mned Vehicles 
Htce. and Repair - Bldgs. & Property 
Htce.. and Repair - Equipnent 
Htce. and Repair - Facilities 
Utilities 
Telephones 
Recreotion Snp:tJlies 
Agri::ul tural & Horticultural }·la terials 
Sundry :laterials 
!!iscellaneol.ls Fees 

Revenues: 3tadia 
Sundries 

~3,462 • .2.2 
1,745.70 

$5,207.92 

!leHata Glenmore 
<" 
'iP 645.26 Ii> 
1C,788.07 1,341.67 

220.00 
492.1;2 62.50 

7,625.83 36.86 

922.14 6.64 
3,069.65 122.79 

105.00 26.10 
257.13 123.83 
66.68 19.26 

575.22 269.47 
1,029.75 eR 9.00 CR 

- $23,737.65 $2,000.12 

-E;-

Renfrew Broadview Rec. Hall Construction Totals 
~ " ~ 

, 
199.50 $ 844.76 .; 'iI' 

4,;38.77 2,820.11 4,001.72 13,699.61 36,989.95 
220.00 

471.51 129.92 173.92 647.98 1,878.25 
20.67 . 14.20 2,291.96 2,326.83 

3,1.,78.07 2.38.04 409.57 7.29 11,795.66 . 
588.74 588.74 

21;.45 393.54 El1e.Lr.8 2,348.25 
237.13 197.11 525.15 4,151.83 
40.50 79·19 250.70 

380.96 
363 •. 0 121.10 970.68 1,541.15 
286.44 143.60 74.04 110.50 1,459.27 
36.00 Cft --1l074.75 CR 

$9,415.97 $3,649.88 $5,671.24 $19,226.74 $63,701.60 

) 
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SWIHHTNG 1:QQ!2 

Appropriation: $173,236.00 
Expendi tures: 171,155.65 

-3 t,anle~T Pk. Totals :It.Plessant :. :::algar:c Bo·,·.'View : lillie an 3rir1 r:;e land Acadia Forec,t l.,a1ffi 

Salaries 285.75 ... 285.75 
, 

285.75 ~ 285.75 ; 285.75 ~ 285.75 -. 285.75 
., 

285.75 ~ 2,286.00 .;;> .;p ill <iI> 

~.: ages 10,700.06 10,861.57 13,126.09 11,751.34 12,098.76 10,035.58 12,644.83 5,199.50 86,417.73 
P.8. A110\fanCeS 55.00 55.0:) 55.00 55.00 55.00 55.00 55.00 55.00 440.00 
iltce. Suildings 1,491.58 5,743.39 911 .01 15,541.15 10,584.95 4,994.71 265.99 248.68 39,781.46 
~ltce. 2c:uipment 232.17 134.97 218.40 95.55 245.14 150.73 15.86 1.08 1,093.90 
j ltce. ?a cili ties 1,582.41 10, C41 .00 946.45 864.55 1,706.09 940.32 250.01 195.53 16,526.36 
Utilities 1 ,587.12 3,358.63 1,246.41 2,77',.13 2,939.09 1,429.37 1,045.07 899.24 15,276.06 
Telephones 27.55 59.95 83.00 27.55 27.55 27.55 30.05 23.10 306.30 
Launiry 34.4.2 68.50 147.52 67.96 65.92 33.98 85.63 503.93 
Sunil,ries 309.4·6 224.14 288.40 117.22 129.19 168.57 556.23 980.96 2,774.17 
Chemicals 851.80 774.91 531 ... 71 669.81 1,155.59 619.53 1,023.61 119.78 --2.!. 749.74 

;;;17,157.32 $31,607.81 :';;17,842.74 ;?32,247.01 $29,293.03 ~18,741.09 ,Ji16,258.03 ~ 8,008.62 $171,155.65 

:teve~ 

Junior Adr.l. 2,0]6.60 1,816.30 1,671. '10 789.20 1,458.90 1,883.00 2,785.90 1,435. 10 13,876.10 
Junior lnst. 674.00 700.00 740.50 34.0.00 326.00 550.00 466.00 361.00 4,157.50 
Int. Adm. 1,603.35 1,754.55 1,865.85 537.00 1,621.50 1,167.45 1,835.40 957.05 11,342.15 
Senior Adm. 869.75 990.85 1,051.75 613.90 2,167.55 733.25 1,448.65 - 1,348.20 9,223.90 
Senior lnst. 64.00 184.00 164.00 44.00 152.00 130.00 136.00 874.00 
Sui ts and. To·,·!els 63.25 67.50 59.45 52.25 102.25 43.75 70.85 459.30 

:$ 5,310.95 .~ 5,513.20 $ 5,552.65 J 2,376.35 $ 5,828.20 $ 4,507.45 $ 6,742.80 ~ 4,101.35 ';39,932. 

-19-
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Appropriation: 
Expenditures: 

Salaries 
Wages 

$111,901.00 
111,255.75 

Private Car Allowances 
Rental - Equipment and Services 
Rental - Vehicles City Owned 

S.C. Artificial 
Ice Rink 

Mtce. and Repair - Bldgs. & Property 

552.50 
6,823.25 

50.00 
470.90 
633.95 

6.25 
534.01 

3,748.82 
44.20 

Mtce. and Repair - Facilities 
Utilities 
Telephones 
Hydrant Water 
C.C.R.A. Hockey 
Community Floodlighting 
Agricultural & Horticultural Haterials 
Sundry Materials 

197.50 

16hl1 

__ $. 13.226·79 

Revenues: Rink Fees $3,062.75 

-20-

Natural 
Ice Rinks 

938.18 
41,663.35 

170.00 
5,258.54 
5,400.43 

267.12 
6,968.72 
1,333.30 

66.40 
2~000.00 

-39.00 
31,395.00 
2,310.00 

218.92 

$. 98.028.26 

Totals 
1,490.68 

48,486.60 
220.00 

5,729.44 
6,034.38 

273:....37 
7,502.73 
5,082.12 

110.60 
2,000.00 

236.50 
31,395.00 
2,310.00 

384.33 

$111.255.75 
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RECagATION PROG~S 

Appropriation: $74,833.00 
Expenditures: 71,416.81 Athletios & 

Playgrounds Rec Centres S.l2eo. Events Totals 
Salaries ·$10,935.11 $11,574.58 $ 5,499.96 $28,009.65 
Wages 16,907.62 11,513.05 27.54 28,448.21 
Private Car Allowanoes 1,040.00 2,035.98 720.00 3,795.98 
Rental - Bldgs and Property 7,668.50 117.00 7,785.50 
Rental - Equipment and Services 40.07 40.07 
Mtoe. and Repairs - Bldgs and Property 59.02 242.04 14.79 315.85 
Htoe. and Repairs - Equipment 221.51 271.57 91.66 584.74 
Reoreation Supplies 1,244.49 594.77 260.63 2,099.89 
Sundry Haterials 90.39 102.30 31.01 223.70 
Band Contests 113.22 113.22 

$30,498.14 ~34,042.86 ~ 6,875.81 $71,416.81 

) 
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SUI-WARY OF APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES FO"a 1266. 

~ !HQ CEMETERIES DIVISION 

Administration 
Parks Districts 
St. Geroge's Island Zoo 
Golf Course 

APPROPRIATION 
$ 31,529.00 

526,326.00 
113,699.00 

55,000.00 
St. Patrick's Island Camp Ground 
Tree Planting 

9,076.00 
31,800.00 
48,529.00 

169,759.00 
Weed Control 
Cemeteries 
Development of Community and 

pecorative Parks 

SPORTS !HQ RECREATION DIVISION 

Administration 
-Reoreation Facilities 
Swimming Pools 
Ioe Rinks 
Recreation Programmes 

sm-mARY -
Parks and Cemeteries Division 
Sports "and Recreation Division 

SUPPORTING UNITS 

COST M ... OP ... E...,RA=T ... I .... DN ... 

156,250.00 

$1,141,968.00 

$ 17,060.00 
72,450.00 

173,236.00 
111,901.00 
74,833.00 

$ 449,480.00 

$1,"141,968.00 
4492480.00 

$1.591.US.QO 

Repair Shop and Equipment Pools $ 
Plumbing Shop 

estimated 
110,550.00 " 
96,500.00 
50,600.00 
17,550.00 
67,000.00 

Nursery 
Greenhouse 
Garden Material Stores 

$ 342,200.00 

Cost Recovered Through Charges to Budgets etc. 

-~:~:~-

EXPENDITURE 
$ 31,132.96 

547,106.99 
117,359.34 

58,105 • .30 
9,686.16 

32,042.12 
48,431.72 

169,207.55 

152,104.60 

$1,165,176.74 

I 15,964.46 
63,701.60 

171,155.65 
111,255.75 
71,416.81 , 

$ 433,494.27 

$1,165,176.74 
433,494.27 

$.1.528.671.Q1 

aotual 
$ 149,348.72 

102,345.72 
49,023.74 
21,581.22 
64,020.98 

$ 386,320.38 

-386.320.38 

NIL 

1963 
APPROPRIATION 

$ 34,476.00 
604,982.00 
148,962.00 
60,000.00 
11,943.00 
35,767.00 
62,658.00 

185,025.00 

160,325.00 

$1,304,138.00 

$ 15,813.00 
93,371.00 

216,390.00 
145,692.00 
93,530.00 

$ 564,796.00 

$1,304,138.00 
564,796.00 

$.1.868.931...00 

estimate 
1~J 

$" 150,585.00 
116,929.00 
47,521.00 
22,520.00 

"57,500.00 

$ 395,055.00 
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GENERAL REVENUE STAT3HENT FOR ~ 

Golf Course 
Cemetery Fees 
Miscellaneous Fees 
Ice Rink Fees 
Swimming Pool Fees 
Stadium and Ball Park Receipts 
Sundry Rentals (Hewata Rec Hut) 
Bowness Park 
St. Patrick's Island Camp Ground 

ESTIMATED ACTUAL 
$ 55,000.00 $ 58,105.30 

65,000.00 64,584.00 
1,-000.00 752.00 
3,000.00 3,062.75 

60,000.00 39,932~95 
3,000.00 3,462.22 
1,000.00 1,745.70 

18,500.00 14,013.72 
9,500.00 14,577.80 

$216,000.00 $200,236.44 

CAPIrAL BUDGET ~ EXPENDITURE ~ 

Development of City Regional and 
Athletic Parks 

Land Development for Queents Park 
and St. Baryts Cemeteries 

Golf Course Development . 
Fencing Parks etc. 
Stanley Park Swimming Pool 
Forest Lawn Swimming Pool 
Artificial Ice Arena - Glenmore 
Ne'.rl Buildings 
Playground Equipment 
Hiscella.neous Items 
Heritage Park 

APPROPRIATION 
$174,661.00 

7,300.00 
2,500.00 

31,375.00 
120,000.00 
150,aOO.oo 
205,000.00 
96,326.00 
12,000.00 
25,750.00 

$824,912.00 

Funds Committed in 1962 carried forward to 1963 

EXPENDITURE 
$171,873.64 

9,527.47 
3,217.01 

35,645.82 
126,027.40 
131,850.00 
109,175.87 
90,413.89 
9,856.29 

21,148.79 

$708,736.18 

Lakeview 

Highwood 
Inglewood 
North Hill 

ESTIMATE· 
~ 

$ 60,000.00 
65,000.00 

8,000.00 
70,000.00 

3,000.00 
1,000.00 

18,500.00 
12,000.00 

$237,500.00 

1963 
APPROPRIATION 
$203,600 • .00 

7,500.00 
6,029.30 

44,000.00 
156,059.00 
127,435.00 
373,000.00 
12,000.00 
10,000.00 
17,500.00 

210.000.00 

. $1,167,123.30 

169.073.32 

Revised Tota.1 $::!.!}36 , 196.62 
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Existing Open Space Framework 

GDfERAL PLAN 

Parks and Hecreation Report 

The initial objects of this study are: 

1. to take stock of park and recreation facilities now available in the oitYl 

2. to determine the type and distribution of this parkland; 

3. to compare the proportion of open space within the city with that of other 
North American cities and with standards which have been recommended by 
recognized land use authorities; 

~. finally, and of greatest importance, to suggest principles whioh will ensure 
that an acceptable proportion of park and open space is provided to keep pace 
with the city's anticipated expansion. 

The city is fortunate in having a townsite possesoed of such attractive natural features and topographic 
variety. Located on the Bow and Elbow Rivers, the present community has a legacy of open land associated with the 
river valleys with infinite possibilities for scenic 'park development. Steeply sloping land"and bluffs have added 
to the City's store of open undeveloped land. Perhaps it should be conceded that not all of this land remains open 
f9r any altruistic reason, but simply because its development has proved impossible or uneconomic. This source of 
parkland may not continue to be so prolific in new development areas. However, this enforced open space does not 
represent the entire story by any means. ' 

Other significant tracts of open land have been set aside specifically to cater for the recreative needs of 
Calgary's citizens. These include the Glenmore Park comprising 1413.31 acres of most attractive land with woodland, flat 
and steeply sloping land enhanced by the Glenmore Reservoir, 912 acres in area, which has all the visual attributes of a 
natural lake; the North Hill Parkway system comprising 225 acres of linked parkland following a natural valley for a 
distance of about one and a half miles; the St. George's Island Zoo complex including the Pearce EBtate provides 194.11 
acres of parkland; the recently acquired Shaganappi Ranch will provide 191.17 acres of park, on the bluffs south of the 
Bow River to the west of the City; Bowness "carnival" park, adds another 86 aores. All of this land, 2109.59 acres in 
total, may be categorized "City" or natural parkland, having no exclusive association with any particular neighbourhood 
or community but attracting and serving citizens from all parts of the Calgary area. 

Almost 1,000 acres of open space is directly aasociated with developed residential communities in the form of 
playgrounds, ornamental parks and sites which are shared with the various Schools Boards, providing both school sites 
and land open for general recreative purposes. 

Specialized uses, of open land including golf courses I~d cemeteries, contribute another 1,120 acres to open 
apace stock. Of this total, only 1~5.13 acres of the Municipal Golf Course at Spruce Cliff may be considered to be 
unrestricted open space. Private golf courses account for approximately 737.88 acres and the balance of 236.99 acres is 
provided by the cemeteries. 

In the various categories about 3,7~8.97 acres of un~ecltricted open space is available to Calgary's 282,075 
residents, or an average of 13.29 acres per 1,000, of which almost two-thirds is natural or City park. 

Open Space Standards 

There is surprising unanimity of opinion amongst land use authorities as to the desirable minimum provision of 
Open space. The standard of 10 acres for each 1,000 persons, exclusive of school playing fields, is endorsed by Harland 
Bartholomew in his recognized standard work "Land Uses in American Cities" and also by the British New Towns Committee, 
and Advisory Committee to the Minister of Town and Country l'lanr:ing. (In practice few cities, either Amerioan or British, 
achieve the recommended standard). 

However, mere provision of space is conceded to repretient an inadequate philosophy. Convenience of location and 
a balance of park types to cater for a variety of activities is of greater importance. 

"The City's open spaces should have reason and design and not merely be a.series of odd patches left over after 
the best sites have been chosen for buildings and streets", quohs the Report of the New Towns Committee. 

Again, in respect of balance of open space, Calgary is fortunate in its achievement whereby about two-thirds of 
its available space is in the form of larger tracts of regional or natural parks with the balance distributed througho~t 
the neighbourhoods in a Variety of smaller holdings, varying in Elize anel use from large playf1elds for organized games 
to SWI plota sufficient for an outdoor skating rink, and from large "passive" parks to small roadside Bites which 
enhance the appearance of the street scene. 

FUture Development Policies 

It is important that in the excitement of Calgary's projected expansion that the present favourable open spaoe 
dietribution is maintained in the tradition already established. 

Local neighbourhood requirements should present no insurmountable difficulty as in the normal regulation of 
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- -
subdivision l~ of &DJ area subdivided is required to be allocated to Community Reserve. This is adequate to secure both 
school sites and land for local recreative facilities and its proper distribution Can be assured in the control of sub
division design. 

A policy of consolidating areas accruing from the l~ Community Reserve at the time of subdivision should be 
encouraged. Although there is a place for ornamental parks in t~e street picture, it should not over overlooked that 
they are expensive both to install and to maintain and, therefore, should be deployed with care and restraint to ensure 
that each ornamental park area makes the optimum contribution of which it is capable. 

However, attention should be focused upon the larger regional requirements for, with advanceB in technology, 
contours can now be re-arranged with greater facility then formerly, and this may well result in pressure to develop land 
hitherto regarded as undevelopable. 

The City would do well to continue to look to its river valleys, perhaps to the slopes of Fish Creek, and the 
southern and western valleys of the Bow for future natural and regional parks for, if the present standards are to be 
maintained, positive'municipal initiative will be required to augment the local facilities which may be anticipated 
within each new subdivision., Recent acquisition of the Shaganeppi Ranch is evidence that the municipal initiative Is 
exercised. 

Proposals will require to be endorsed by Council before areas for future parks are defined and subjected to the 
restriction of open space zoning, and are outlined in succeeding chapters. 

To summarize:-

1. Calgary"s present 13.29 aores of open space per 1,000 population compares favourably with the accepted 
minimum standard of 10 acres per 1,000; 

2. This open space is distributed between the local residential neighbourhoods and the regional and natural 
parks; in reasonable proportion; , 

3. Subsequent new neighbourhoods will have local provision from the l~ Community Reserve requirement of 
Subdivision Regulations; 

4. Civic initiative will be required to secure additional regional and natural parks to, maintain a proper 
balance of open space to the projected larger urban rea. 

SUMHARY OF EXISTING AND PROPOSED PAPJeS 

To facilitate presentation of proposals, they will be enumerated under the park types or categories, along with 
a summary of the existing park facilities which fall into the same group. 

CITY PARKS 

Each of these parks has appeal and provides a particular interest to residents of the entire City. In conse
quence, it is essential that each park has its separate and distinctive character and be of sufficient size - 50 -200 
acres - properly to support a major interest and a large number of patror~. Because each park is designed to attract 
patrons from the entire City and district, loc~tion and 'distribution are not of primary importance, although by good 
fortune the existing and proposed "City" parks fall into different sections of the City. 

The following existing parks fall into this category: 

1. ~ - Calgary's carnival, with a.use.ents, bright lights and gay mus.ic. Suitable commercialized rides, concessions 
and other light-hearted amusementa are legitimate and indeed essential to the character which is peculiar to this park. 

2. St. George's Park System - This park, or group of parks, includes St. George's Island, St. Patrick's Island, St. G~orge 
Heights, and the Pearce Estate, with the Zoological Gardens setting the theme and providing the dominant characteristic. 

Under the guidance of the Calgary Zoological SoCiety, a wide range of wild and exotic animals and birds is displayed 
against an attractive riverside setting and it is important that the activities in this location be compatible with 
the dominant theme. 

Other featureS include: 
I 

(a) St. Patrick's Island, the City's only campground with the unique characteristics of unblemished landscape, 
yet so convenient to the City's downtown area. 

It is recommended that the campground should be retained with regular maintenance and progressive improve
ment. 

Additional accommodation can be provided, at little expense, at the nearby Pearce Estate, where washroom 
facilities already are available. 

[b) St. George'e Heights - the high bluff of land overlooking St. George's Island is separated from the islands 
by Memorial Drive. 

The slopes already afford habitat for hoof stock animals and the flat land on the summit provides piCnic 
accommodation for day visitors to the Zoo. 
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}. Glenmore Park System - This embraces a wide variety of activities and is characterized by its essential natural open 
space. Its quite extensive area is further enhanced by the lake itself, the Sarcee Indian Retierve and the Elbow 
Valley with its open vista clear to the Rocky Hountains. 

In effeot, Glenmore comprises a series of parks: 

(a) The Lakeview Section - suitable for family and group picnics, rambling walks deriving variety from the lake
shore, the natural tree cover, and the open countryside: 

Picnic faCilities, washrooms, open fireplaces, good access roads, and parking areas are already developed 
and minor additions to these facilities are all that is envisioned. 

(b) The Old Livingstone Farm Section - More intensive development is envisioned than for any other part of the 
system, though still retaining the natural beauty of this remarkable 70 acres. 

The boat-dock has had encouraging use in this first full year of operation and promises to become a major 
City attraction. The existing parking area and washrooms will be augmented by some form of boat storage 
area to provide a very convenient attraction for the amateur yachtsman. 

The second phase of development has had recent approval. PreCipitated by a generous offer of $150,000" 
it is intended that this section of the park be devoted to developing a historical type park featuring 
such items as, a farmstead with domestic animals on display, a western pioneer village, model fort, Indlam 
village, and a creek. It should eventually provide a veritable treasure chest of historical items of 
interest to Calgary'. ·citizens. 

(c) The Weaselhead Section is proposed to be retained in its natural state with bridle paths and trails,:giv1ng 
access to the wooded slopes which may be enjoyed on horse-back or on foot, and where the rOaches of the 
Elbow River may be ~plored by canoe. 

PROPOSED CITY PARKS 

It is proposed that two additional areas shculd be set aside as part of the long-term development proposals: 

1. On the North Hill where commanding views are enjoyed of the mountains on the one hand and the prairie on the other. 
The general location is symbolically indicated on the plan which will be displayed, but at this stage, no attempt 
has been made to delineate a precise area. ' 

2. In the Fish Creek Area where the natural attributes of this most attractive river valley would provide ideal location 
for picnics, camping, fishing and swimming, and where topographic and visual variety would provide the basis for an 
attractive future golf course. 

As in the case of the North Hill park, this repretients a long-term proposal and is indicated by symbol on the par~. 
plan. 

RIDIONAL PARKS 

Regional parks are intended to serve a residential district or neighbourhood with a popUlation of about 30,000 
persons. A neighbourhood of this size warrants provision of comfort stations, a swimming pool, athletic facilities and 
decorative areas suitable for short periods of relaxation, but picnic facilities are not required and would be out of 
keeping with the character of this type of park. 

With the criteria for location, it is not sUfPrising to find the regional p~rks developing in an inner and outer 
ring concentric with the City Centre. Where locations COincide, there is obvious advantages in combining the function of 
a regional park with the larger complex of a "City" park. Examples of regional parks include: 

(a) Riley Park, servicing the north central section of the City and repreaenting the only fully developed park 
falling within this category. 

(b) Stanley Park, serves the south central section .md is in process of development. 

(c) The west central regional park is proposed for the City-owned land bounded by 24th Street and 32 Avenue, 
and a proposed plan of development will be on display at the meeting. 

(d) The Pearce Estate, .. rves the east central district. 

The preceding four parks may be termed the "iuner ring". 

The "outer ring" of regional parks is made up of the .rollowing: 

(a) The Capitol Hill Park, serving the north. 

(b) Shouldice Park serving the north-west. 

(c) The recently acquired SI~ganappi Ranch, the higher flat land on the west side of the ranch serving the west. 

(d) A south regional park indicated symbolically on the ~splay map. 
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COMMUNITY PARKS 

The distribution of community parks should be that they are within a one-mile radius of approximately 2,000 
families. The main emphasis in a community park is in the provision of recreation facilities such as baseball diamonds, 
ice skating rinks, tennis courts, and a hard-surfaced play area for children, and playground swings and slides, etc. Also, 
it is necessary to provide a small building with washroom facilities and dressing rooms for the purpose of skate changing. 

These parks should also be landscaped in such a way that attractive sitting areas are associated with the play
ground equipment and the buildings. 

Community Parks should range is size from 10 to 15 acres. However, some of this acreage may be used as a Joint 
Sites area for park and school purposes. 

Provision of the land for this group of parks will be made available from the "Community Reserve" provision of 
the Provincial Subdivision and Transfer Regulations. Control of the deployment of this Community Reserve land is exer
cised through the procedure of subdivision approval and no attempt to pre-determine the location and distribution has been 
attempted in the general Parks Submission. 

DECORATIVE PARKS 

In this group of parks are many different styles of land areas. Their main purpose is the beautification and 
decoration of the City. They will range ift size from fractions of an acre within subdivisions to large parkways and 
boulevards. They include traffic circles and beautification malla, etc., in the downtown area, and range from the 
highly intensified downtown park similar to that associated with the Public Library to large tracts of undeveloped hill
sides. The slopes of the 10th Street Hill and the open landscaped areas within the Mewata Cloverleaf also fall within 
this category. These areas are most expensive and difficult to maintain, and, therefore, the amount of contribution they 
make towards beautifying the enviroqment of the City should be carefully weighed before they are set aside for parks 
purposes. 

In the majority of cases, the parks within this category are secured as an outcome of subdivision requirements. 

OUTOOOR HBCHJ<.:ATIONAL FACILITIES 

This submission is primarily concerned with the provision of physical recreational facilities for partiCipating 
amateur athletes of all age groups. Shorter working hours and earlier retirement will obviously increase the demands on 
such facilities. 

RIDIONAL RECREATIONAL CE:lTRES 

Regional Recreational Centres will serve major segments of the City and will require progressive programming as 
the population increases in numbel'. The present size of the City will adequately support two major recreational centres 
and with continued expansion, regional centres become the only rational means of meeting the increasing .demand. These 
centres will provide accommodation for a full range of organized amateur sport. As the criteria of site reqUirements for 
each activity is similar -- good access, adequate parking, bus service, etc. -- there is advantages in grouping these 
facilities. 

Grouping of activities to form a centre also allows for the exonomic use of land - for example, one parking area 
will serve many acti vi ties, buildings may be planned for Inul tiple usel', and there are similar exonomies arising from ease 
of superVision and maintenance. 

It is envisioned that each recreational centre will include major field sport areas, with floodlights and seat
ing accommodation to cater to a full range of competitive amateur athletics. To ensure year-round operation, an ice 
arena for competitive amateur hockey, free and figure skating, may be planned, which. may also be used for summer gymnasia
type court games, with possible additional use as a small auditorium or assembly hall. 

LOCATIONS 

South-west -56th Avenue and 19th Street. Existing development includes changing rooms, a major field sport 
arena with seating accommodation, baseball diamonds and a parking area. A covered ice arena is in course of development 
and facilities for track and field athletics and speed skating c~n readily be added. 

North regional centre -is recommended on the City-owned land between University Drive and 24th Street, north of 
McMahon Stadium. 

The criteria for location for a stadium for professional sport is also valid for a muniCipal recreational or 
sports centre. An area in excess of 50 acres is available for the municipal centre, which is sufficiently large to 
accommodate a full range of ~ndoor and field sport activity • 

.East regional centre - l:md is in course of re-clamatIon at the Nose Creek section of the St. George's park syste:n, 
which will serve the newly developed residential areas on the north-east side of the City, 1E well as the existing' develop,· 
ment, including Forest Lawn. 

South regional centre -on a site yet to be determined south of 114th Avenu'l, indicated by symbol on the Recrea',ion 
Facilities Plan. 
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ATIfl,ETIC FIELDS 

A number of less comprehensive athletic fields will supplement these major installations. Examples of this 
type include Broadview !:ioccer Park, Henfrew Athletic Field, and one in course of development at Kingsland. 

GOLF COl1R!:iE~; 

The existing 27-hole course at Shaganappi enjoys such extensive use that there Can be little doubt that addition
al municipal golf courses would be well patronized. As lar!;e areas of land are needed, the economics of land use indicate 
that land which is perhaps not entirely suitable for other I'orms of development should, where it is pos:dble, be devoted 
to this type of use. 

It is recommended, therefore, that the land to the south of the Airport, which lies within or adjacent to the 
flightway and which is City-owned, should be devoted to the lIext major municipal golf cour"e. An area in excess of 200 
acres is available, with good access available from 48th Avenue North. :';ome diversit:,' of topography and a magnificent 
outlook will ensure a course of intereGt and Variety. 

In the longer term, when the increased popUlation warrants additional facilities, land is available we,;t of the 
Airport, where similar flightway re"trictions prevail, for a second North Calgary Course. 

In the south, the natural attributes of the Fish Creek Valley commend them:oelves as a future golf course 
location, perhaps in conjunction with a natural "City" park. 

'SHORT NINE OR PAR 1'HREE COUm;ES 

For the golfing neophyte, and for those whose physical prowebs is not equal to a full 18-hole, the short 9 or 
par three course has much to cOllimend it. The development plan proposes five of these short courbes. The first is almost 
ready made, comprising that portion of the B~rl Grey Course which is severed by the West Bypass now under construction, 
with a small addition to make 9 holes available. 

Further similar courses are proposed as part of the facilities included in the Capital Hill Park, west regional 
park, the north recreational cente and the park at Millican. 

OTHER REX::REATICN FACILITIES 

In planning these recreation facilities, we h.ve been maily concerned with those which are directly under 
municipal control. However, we have recognized the contribution that many other public, semi-public, private, or commer
cial agencies make to the total recreation facilities which are available in the City. 

While we have shown the locations of the principle activities of this kind on the plan to permit an overall view 
of the total recreational picture in Calgary, it is of course impossible to project future activities of this kind or to 
specify locations for them on the plan. 

-2')-

The City of Calgary, Corporate Records, Archives  
Parks and Recreation Department fonds 




